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Introduction

This semester we will begin a year-long investigation into the manner in which type 
can generate an urban and architectural response. In the first instance we will 
be working in the German capital, Berlin, and will consider block and courtyard 
buildings and the ways in which they can be employed as a contemporary means 
of repairing the existing urban fabric. This building type has been the dominant one 
in this city and was reappraised in the work undertaken as part of the restructuring 
of Berlin the 1980s, the so called IBA programme. Our intention is not driven by a 
nostalgic intent, but rather by the desire to consider the potential of older housing 
solutions for meeting contemporary needs. 
 While Berlin is growing in demographic terms, it was historically much 
larger than it is today. At the end of the nineteenth century its extension was 
comparable to that of London and Paris. The considerable damage it suffered in the 
Second World War has by no means been repaired, and the large land surface the 
city occupies is built to a relatively low density. 
A number of sites have been selected for our project work this semester, all of which 
offer the opportunity to add to and complete existing damaged urban blocks.
 Our work will investigate strategies for developing sites by using 
the courtyard building type. The emphasis of your work will be on normative, 
predominantly housing programmes. 
As in the past, many experts on the issues that we will be exploring this semester will 
support the studio.
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