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Introduction

The work contained on this document is a study undertaken by the students of Stu-
dio Sergison at the Accademia di Mendrisio. It explores the way in which the atmo-
sphere can be understood, in this instance in a number of hotel rooms in Switzerland
and northern ltaly.

The spaces chosen by students where carefully photographed with par-
ticular emphasis being placed on the recording of the relationship a room has to an
external landscape. Attention was given to the composition of the image and light
levels. The students then printed the photographs as large as possible, no less than
A3 size.

From the photograph the students were then required make a model of the
space they had recorded, typically at a scale of 1:10. We stipulated that everything in
the room that could be seen in the image should be recreated in the model, although
its purpose was to enable another photograph to be taken. In this case it the photo-
graph should accurately reproduced the qualities containe in the photograph taken
of the room. In this sense the model had no value beyond its ability to generate a
photograph, and has some of the inherent characteristics of a stage or film set.

Care was taken to find the same vantage point as the original image, and
to match the lighting levels. It must also be stated that a considerable amount of ac-
curacy and invention was employed to recreate the elements that existed in the hotel
rooms, furniture, objects and light fittings as well as the floor, wall and celing finishes.
A photograph taken of the room was then printed at the same size as the original
photograph to enable a comparison to be made.

The purpose of this exercise was to attempt to recreate an interior atmo-
sphere and all the constituent components encountered in a room through a very
carefully structured process.
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