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Introduction

Aerial view of Lugano

Over the course of the semester we have been working in Ticino and, more 
specifically, on a site in Lugano that holds significance for the way it can be 
developed and the impact this will have on the surrounding area. The studio 
addressed the theme of ‘palazzina’ and considered this as a building type. 
		  The site we have selected for our work is in an area that was previously 
assigned an industrial or infrastructural role. The collection of buildings that can 
be encountered on the site were commissioned by the Swiss Post Office. In the 
future, with the relocation of this original use, the area can support a large-scale 
building programme. While we imagine that most of this will be assigned to dwelling 
and residential programmes, we also believe that it is necessary to consider other 
programmes, particularly at ground floor level. 
		  In a previous semester we studied the palazzo as a building type and 
considered its ability to support a contemporary urban development. While 
typologically similar, this semester we were interested in working with the palazzina. 
In simple terms the difference between one and the other is the difference of a large 
house to a multiple occupancy dwelling that is volumetrically similar to a palazzo 
(large house). 
		  We invited students to consider in the first instance what the definition 
of this building type is and the manner in which it can support a well defined urban 
arrangement. This required the study precedents and existing models. 
		  From the lessons learnt from this study an urban plan or strategy 
was developed that tested the manner in which palazzine can create a new 
neighbourhood. The space between buildings and the scale of the buildings 
themselves has been carefully developed through testing numerous possibilities. 
		  Attention was given to the character and quality of the landscape and 
shared amenity. It was also necessary to consider the site and the impact a project 
has in its wider setting and the more immediate neighbouring situation. 
		  Later more attention has been given to the design of a single building as a 
type and the internal organisation of apartments but also the sense in which buildings 
are repeated or adjusted. 
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Project site
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Typical Plan
Typology A

Typical Floor Plan
Typology B

Site Plan
Ground floor
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Longitudinal Section

Exterior Image

Facade Detail
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Exterior Image
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Ground floor 
1:200
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View from the street.
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Cross section
1:200
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Typology II - typical floor
1:100
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Axonomtric view
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Groundfloors

 Typology B - Typical floor
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1.200 Site Plan & Landscape

1.100 Typical Floor

Exterior View 02
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1:100 plan 
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40
Building type 2

Typical floor plan

Ground floor plan
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Inside the site
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Typology I - Typical floor plan

Apartment type I

Total area: 95m2
Loggia: 10m2

Main room: 16m2
Room: 10m2

Living room: 22m2

Apartment type II

Total area: 95m2
Loggia: 2x8m2

Main room: 16m2
Room: 14m2

Living room: 21m2



40 41

Front elevation of the whole 1:200
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Type Plan

Ground Floor
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PRODUCED BY AN AUTODESK STUDENT VERSION
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Typology A Typical Floor 1:50
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PALAZZINA AS A BUILDING TYPE
Typical Floor 1:200

3417/12/20
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Exterior View
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2617/12/20

PALAZZINA AS A BUILDING TYPE
Sections 1:200
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PALAZZINA AS A BUILDING TYPE
Type 2 Ground Floor Plan 1:100
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PALAZZINA AS A BUILDING TYPE
Type 1 Typical Floor Plan 1:100
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	 Alessia Stefanori

view towards the central space

typical floor

ground floor 1:200
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Interior View 01
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Interior view

Living room

1:20 Model - Livingroom
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