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Introduction

We were happy to have the opportunity to work in this important Swiss city. Basel has rich urban qualities and 
a strong cultural and industrial heritage due to its unique geographical setting, on the borders of France and 
Germany, on the banks of the river Rhine, a major artery for waterway traffic that runs through Western Europe, 
from the Alps to the North Sea. We worked on a site to the south of the main railway station in the Gundeldingen 
neighbourhood, adjacent to the central street that runs through it. We explored several themes relating to the 
overall ambition of the Diploma. Priority was given to housing and workplaces, and we explored specific aspects 
of these, such as perimeter blocks, live/work spaces, ground floor uses, shared amenities, green spaces and 
existing structures. 
	 The site we worked on is well structured both physically and socially. As in professional practice, we did 
not choose the site, but were allocated it. Architects rarely choose the place in which they work and are gener-
ally given a site and a programme and have to make sense of existing conditions and formulate an architectural 
proposal that responds to chance and circumstance. In keeping with this, students were allocated their sites. We 
subdivided the area of study into a set of smaller sites that include various urban blocks, and students identified 
projects within them, at first as an urban strategy for the whole area, and later as more detailed project proposals. 
Priority was given to housing and workplace uses, which are considered the most necessary programmes for the 
city of Basel.

Plan of the area under
investigation



4 5

Marina Bruno



6 7



8 9



10 11



12 13



14 15

Juan Colomina



16 17



18 19



20 21



22 23

Stefan Costache



24 25



26 27



28 29



30 31



32 33



34 35

Irene D’Alessandro



36 37



38 39



40 41



42 43

Anna Ferrario



44 45



46 47

Kristina Gjoka



48 49



50 51



52 53

Lisa Marzullo



54 55



56 57



58 59



60 61



62 63

Dongyong Oh



64 65



66 67



68 69



70 71

Tahnee Rutter



72 73



74 75



76 77



78 79

Angelica Sabatini



80 81



82 83



84 85



86 87



88

Credits
Concept: Jonathan Sergison
Editing: Marina Aldrovandi
Graphic concept: 
Cartlidge Levene
Graphic design: Taro Sakurai

 

Copyright © 2022 Studio 
Sergison, Accademia di 
architettura, Università della 
Svizzera italiana, Mendrisio

All rights reserved.
No part of this book may be 
reproduced in any form without 
permission in writing from the 
author.

Acknowledgements

Students
Marina Bruno 
Juan Colomina
Stefan Costache
Irene D’Alessandro
Anna Ferrario
Kristina Gjoka
Lisa Marzullo
Dongyong Oh
Tahnee Rutter
Angelica Sabatini

 

Professor
Jonathan Sergison

 

Assistants
Taro Sakurai
Liviu Vasiu
 


